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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 The existing layout does not provide dropped kerbs, making it difficult for those 

pedestrians with mobility impairment, wheelchairs, pushchairs etc. to cross. The 
existing layout includes a traffic island. It is not intended as a crossing facility, 
but nevertheless is used by pedestrians to help them cross the road. 

 
1.2 The layout also requires pedestrians to cross the wide junction mouths, 

resulting in an extended period of time in the carriageway. This is owing to the 
historical alignment of Hall’s Hole Road, and the subsequent priority change 
during the second half of the 20th century has left the junction very wide. 

 
1.3 This is a popular and well used pedestrian route and would benefit from 

improved crossing facilities. There are schools and childcare settings in the 
vicinity. The immediate surrounding area is dominated by residential housing 
with a few shops, a church and bus stops.  

 
1.4  Whilst there are no recorded personal injury crashes over the past three years 

there is anecdotal evidence of pedestrians struggling to cross the road. We 
have also been made aware of one collision that did not result in injury but was 
traumatic for those involved. 

 
1.5 The large nature of the junction also means there are two traffic lanes for 

vehicles exiting Hall’s Hole Road, which can be confusing for those who do not 
know the area, especially as there is no indication as to which lane leads to 
which direction. 

 
 



2. OPTIONS  
 
2.1 The list of options currently under consideration by KCC: 
 

1 Making no changes 

2 Provision of dropped kerbs, tactile paving and improved signage / road 
markings, maintaining the existing layout  

3 Provision of dropped kerbs, tactile paving and improved signage / road 
markings, and narrowing the junction for vehicles  

 
 
3. FURTHER DETAIL RELATING TO EACH OPITION  
 
3.1 The below details the positives and negatives of each option: 
 

1 Making no changes 
 
Positive 

 None identified 
 
Negative 

 Continued issues regarding limited crossing facilities at this location  

 Reputational damage to KCC 
 

2 Provision of dropped kerbs, tactile paving and improved signage / road 
markings, maintaining the existing layout 
 
This option would involve dropping the kerbs on the north and south sides of 
Hall’s Hole Road, in line with the existing island. 
 
Positive 

 Pedestrians will find it easier to cross the road as they will not have to 
navigate full height kerbs. 

 Motorists will find it easier to use this junction. 
 
Negative 

 The time pedestrians are required to spend in the carriageway will 
remain extended, increasing the risk of collision. 

 

3 Provision of dropped kerbs, tactile paving and improved signage / road 
markings, and narrowing the junction for vehicles  
 
This option would involve building out the existing footways on the north and 
south sides of Hall’s Hole Road and providing dropped kerbs at these 
locations. This would reduce the number of lanes on the southbound exist of 
Hall’s Hold Road from two to one.  
 



The existing island would remain but be upgraded to include tactile paving 
slabs and kerbed edges along the refuge area, providing a greater delineation 
between the carriageway and standing area. 
 
Positive 

 Pedestrians will find it easier to cross the road as they will not have to 
navigate full height kerbs. 

 The amount of time spent in the carriageway whilst crossing Hall’s 
Hole Road will be reduced. 

 It will be clearer for motorists who do not know the area well to know 
which lane they should be in when approaching Forest Road as the 
option of left or right will have been removed. 

 Potential for reduced speeds of vehicles entering and existing Hall’s 
Hole Road due to tighter radii. 

 
Negative 

 Loss of capacity for vehicles exiting Hall’s Hole Road. 
 

 
 
4. NEXT STEPS  
 
4.1 Kent County Council are going to further examine the viability of the 

aforementioned options with the intention of proceeding with a scheme in the 
2019/20 or 2020/2021 financial year.  

 
4.2 Funding for any changes is still to be identified.  
 
 

 
Appendices to the Report 
 

 None 


